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Susan Pierce, Deputy Slale 
IlislOfiC PreservatIOn Officer 

George ~d ... c 
80,1 

Ca~s WV 24,+[ 

Wesl Virgi nia Department of Culture & History 
1900 Kanawha Blvd., East 

haricSlOn. WV 25305-0300 Oct. 2, 2002 

RE: IliSloric urvey of Spruce, WV 

I am wriling 10 encourage suppon for the registry of Spruce, WV as a 
his lOric / archaeological sile. As evidenced by the anached doeumenlalion by 
Richard Sparks, Spruce is hiSlOricaily rich and should be recognized. 

I have been visi ling Spruce for 30 years, on foot, on horseback and by 
train, because of its wild setling and its associalion with the lumber and coal 
industries, and reccnlly the lourism industry and the history of Casso I am a 
lounding member of Mounlain State Railroad & Logging Hislorical 
AsSociai ion, and have writlen several anicles and books on related subjects, 
including LOGG ING SOUTH CHEAT, A History of the Snowshoe Lands, 
which deals with Spruce. 

As local historian and edilOr of Pocahontas Times has recently said, 
" ' pruce is the most historically significant site in Pocahontas County !!" 

Illong other things, it was the highest and coldest town in the East, never 
had any access except by rail, was the center of logging and pulpwood 
production for years, then becanle a Westem Maryland Railway town 
'upponing the helper engines needed to bring coal out of the valley of Elk 
RI\ cr. Today, Cass Scenic Railroad and the Cheal Mountain Salamander 
bnng thousands of rail-visitors to Spruce. 

pruce's history is a capsule of West Virginia's lumber, coal and tourist 
mdusl!) A more remote, beautiful and interesting place can hardly be 
IInagmcd In m) profes ional opinion, it deserves to be listed on the WV 
regl l!) . and Ifne essary, further study undertaken for its placement on the 

allona] RC[!! IT) 

SlIlCemy. '/J.h c::::= IM~--
Dr. Gccqc Deike 



Il is to ri c Spru ce urvey : A Predictive Mod e l 
Phase II -- Basic Survey lnformation 

~p 1012412002 

OJlSi(' In(o: .' N rth est ofCass uth fDu· 
LOCllt ion: pocilhonllls Qunty. \\ ~l VirginIa. . . 0 \10 , : west 0 rbln. 

I SI I' ork of lh' Ch .... 1 ",'vcr wIthin the Inrgcsl contiguous fortst In the 011 t Ie llI vcrs ' c..... • 
C:lSlcrn Unil(.od S III ICS. 

Elcvllt ion: 3.853 fl . . 
Ownership: Wcst Virginia IIHc Rail Aut hority 
Lcssc..'C: Durbin & Greenbrier Volky Railroud 
Populat ion: • 0 • 
Stfuctufl."S: - 0 -
Wilderness: On every s ide. 
YeMly Visitors: +1 1.000 for 2002 

Spruce Survey Team : . . " 
The hislo ric preservation puths o f our leam vary. but c;:ach leads to the culnunBUo n o f H futurl! 
evcl1I o r the outcome o f this Prcdicstive Model. Together. they make The Spruce urvey r emn: 

Or. George Deike. 
> Projcct Consultant 

President and Founding member Mountain State Railroad and Logging 
Historical Association 

Spruce Author. Cit izen. Voter and Business Owner. Cass, WV. 

Richard Sparks, 
>Project Historian 

Spruce Author, Painter and Researcher 
Bd. Member imd Founding member, Mountain State Railroad and Logging 

Historical Association 

Frank W. Proud. CPA, 
>Project Coordinator 

Acting President . Pocahontas Development Authority, 
Treasurer, Greenbrier Valley Economic Development Corporat ion, 
Finance Director. WY Rails-LO -Trails Council. 
Bd. Member, Pocahontas County Convention and Visitor' s Bureau, 
Cit izen, Voter and Business Owner, Durbin, WV, 

Phase .: Original Spruce Studi~: 
Local enthusiasts havl.! studied Spruce for a number of years. References included in this document date 
back to 1982. The 1989, Hulse Arc!we%gicalill ves figalions at Spruce. WV A Company-owned Railrood 
and Mill Community olthe Law IlIdllstrial Revolutiofl Period is on file at Shepherd College. Findinas in 
th.s predIctive model are a cu lminat ion of the 20-year investigation. Phase I works by Richard Sparks are 
Ji\led 10 detail within the survey. 

60140 CraDl "DII'IICI Aw.r~ - NOT Slgno:d: 
I he "'1(p11l1 60/40, Il i)IOric Prc!icrvlI tiUIi F ... "deral Grant Application included project costs of $4.000 with 
• Sl.400 ",_nt l 'Nardtd 10 Ihe Pucuhontas County lIistorical Landmark Commission. The COl .... '"' 
ppo,nud U, (, wrac IJc:: I~C ii' j' ruJcct Consultanl and Frank W. Proud. CPA as PrOjocl COQul .. , ... 

lieu .... the WV U"""HI 01 ( uhure and Il l .. ory (J ranl Contraci "Detailed Scope of Work" _ lID ... 



. nd amount of ground study had . licauon a a great the Original Projcci Scope a~ ~ublTuucd In (he grant app ki should be financed locally 
alrc.,dy been cornplclt:d. the Friends o f Spruce felt the underta ng 

S . of Wu k: I of the Division of I' husc II : Dclaikd C(,I I)C! . r' . r ol..II lined in Attachment 
A lrhough 1101 signed, the proJcct followed g Uide mcs as 

"IIufe lind IIislory 's Historic Spruce Survey Contract : 
.... project shall focus upon background rt;JS8srch • 

r6gardmg (he histone town of Spruce. In preparation 
for later on-site archaeological survey. Research .~""" basic 

should fncrude ..... lhls mformation shalf be u~ to dev~ 8 

predictive model to Include recommendations 
for future research potentIal of the Spruce survey area. 

. .. mod I was aeruall) started fonnalty in t 994 and 
Dcluilt.>d background rcsc~rch to~ thiS predl~tlve e . basis for our results. opinions and 
illfortlwlly in 1974 by Rlch!lrd Sparks and IS used heavily as a 
rccommcndalion5. 
Whllse III will include our low kc) "recommcndal~ons" :or Spruce 10 be 

dcsignulcd as a WV Ilisiuric/Archaeological Site.) 
(Phusc IV - NnIiOlla I Regis trars.) 

aUll' C IUlngc: "A Prooiclh e Mudel": I n t the final nature 
We rreely choose 10 cl11phasizL' a IUlurislic tone 10 Ihe Scope of Work. To proper y r.e ec .. P 00. . 

. . . d H' , 'eel name to mclude A r IClI ve of Ihe study we also arncnd Ihe D IVISion of Culture an IstOry s proJ 
Modd", ItS indiclt lcd above, 

Rui lrolld Theme & MlIps: 
Railroads were a lways the ce lli r~1I foc us of the ever-changing Spruce Inndscape. 
maps rl!prt:sent Iht: oVl!ralllhemc o fLhc J-Spruce eras stud ied : 

Three attached 

> Logging - 19 15- 19:.15 AIl3ChmcI1I A 
> Coal 194 1-1950 8 
> Tourism - 1987-FulUrc C.I 
> 
> \VV l. Rail AUlhorilY Prop. .. 
> IVV Cel1lral Railroad .. 

C.2 
D 
E 

(Survey Area) (Cover) 
(Updaled 10 show school & 

upper houses) 

> Topo in relation 10 Cass •. F 

MClh odolog.y: 

,. Ex.is lin g ludies: \\ '~ relied on existing srudies where possible. 
,. I 0 COntour of ellrth : 0 implications are made regarding tbe depth of the ruins 

bek", Ihe fill arca. 

,. Only hand digging: No tools were used during o ur site survey. 

' ''' ., ighbo,,": 

w.U ..Jltr Ihc: n of P,,",", 1 & Phase II of the Spruce Study. CSX 
Id tho ...t)'JC<m land un o.lIh s ides of Ihc town to a group of 
\ or The mJlI lie: I~ 00\\ 10 pri\3tc ownership. These investors 

ltemrted Ul "TIlUl' 10 pur<:h.. " Ih. 10\\11 as excess propeny. I tried 3-
t to" !helt' p.i(tk:lp...illun ut l~ !sunc wld was turned dO\\ll. 

Applicatioa Maps: 

N".:Gru.App­
UcaIioaMa .. _ 
CSXu.....,..,. nls __ 

y
_ 

be.be .... 

1 pr"I<'t lqm 11<'< IIUr "h IS 10 alemal>ely eDco ..... c, lalo ....... d participate .. "e 
.,.",. or t.~ P"'pk or \\ '" \ l'1IiDI. '0 IdeDti~. l'eCOIalze. PftMnoe •• d protect w .. 



. '. anli Illnd!jcMJ)CS. Therefore because we 'ide ' 
Vj,.."iuh. ·s hislori(' I lIrcil:lt'ohIo:IClli S ll ~. . P d'" cons r thlS 

.• . II 'it'"lrieunt OUI re ICllVe Model exclud high ' sile hiSloric)llly IHllI ul'chliculul,;lC-1I Y li ., . ' I' h es ·Impact 
• I ...... _iolpuct virtues 0 t e modeL 
dc"clopmcllI . We l)pl 10 prescnt tile 0 

We tllsa stress Iht: I 'nclils vI' cstnblishing a positi ve.! relationship ,with our new neighbors. In 
our vic" , t:. \'cryonc both public I privutc I volu,ntcer stru~ds to. gam by developin~ Spruce as a 
lustorie !Um of the !;cntury ra ilroad IOwn. null lOwn mcludmg both the public owned and 

prh.lcI) uwned property. 

" ('.sf Virginia S iale Ruil Authori ty: . . 
The mil UluhorilY hus taken scycraJ important steps LO asSis t m the long term Predictive Model: 

I> L~ase the oper"dling rigili s to the Durbin & Greenbrier Valle Railroad with tourist 
passenger serVIce. 

_> Agreed to Ihis HisLOric Spruce Site Surve.y, .. 
3> Declaircd the property as a valued Tourist D estmatton and not excess property available 

for sale. 
~> Approved West Virginia Rails-IO-Trails Council (WVRTC) to apply for a TEA21 grant 

to develop rail- trails and site interpretation in conjunction with the restricted development 
step as outlined in this Projective Model. See WVRTC's request outline below. 

Please Note: The WV SRA reserves Ihe right to approve the final registered site h\lundaries. 

W RTC TEA21 Application : 
TypicaIly. rail-trails are long narrow pathways. With Spruce, however, the case is very strong 
for shan rail-trails within a Illulti-dcmcntional industrial town. 

,. Grant proceeds would be llsed for walking trails, interpretive signs, picnic tables, etc., 
, Approx. requesl = $8,000 - $12,000, 
,. 80% project funds from rEAl I , 20% from the Friends of Spruce, including WVRTC, 
, Durbin & Greenbrier Valley Railroad (D&GVRR), lessee, agrees with grant 

unprovemcnts rcquC'st . 
,",ould be coordinaleJ "itll Ihe Historic Spruce Site survey currently being conducted in 

",,,,,,00 IOn with the: WV Oi"""n o fCuhurc and History. It is imponant to note: 
y,; RT "ould like to ",elude Ihe town (state owned) and the mill 
I po'.lely- owned) in the grail! app licalion. 
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Spruce, WV 
2002 

Hislori pm ce urvey: 
'ha 'e 1I - A Predi live Model 
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" '. 
" I, 

1 -, -
I 

, .. ,S" .. ' I' 
- - - -=:. ~ ~- ~.:. r· ~ " \t~' 

.. - _ . - 01 

~"","lnent .luwUng ::- .... - -K / , (0f'Ct'''. 1'\1,", •• -

Coal ana 5.llKl 10 .... 0( 

foundation, 

. 

I , , , 

Cl fOI~ COfII,oI d.tm 

• 
\ , 

\ , 
I 

• " " . 
" II ,'J 

1111 
I ' II 

West Virginia 
Central Tracks 

" . I , 1/ I 
I, '1/ "' '''F-'''-- W v P&P shop site 
'1 I~.· . .. J' ,,,,,' 
, '1/ 

Mill bUI6dings silo 

SIOfe si te 

Yard o ffce (doghouse) s ite 

=-_~, Remains of hotel 
BoardinghOUse 
foundations 

I rt-- WM Engine 

x--~;;tfI-.L hou,. pad 

Spoil pile from 
1992 track 
construction 

~~-h"'-_ OkJ mam~ne 

nil .. houu. uuuted 
by Hu ..... '"l1li 

rellls in Dank 

Bridge abutments 

1992 Track 
10 Cass 

, 



J i . 
.' 

. .. 
. . 
" 

19 
. 1JJ 

. ' . 
. ' . 

-
SCALE~ t ·cH · 1.000 FEET 

SPRUCE 
POCAHO T AS COUN' 

WEST VIRGINIA 

6 
98.2 ACRES +1 

DB. 

10 



\\ c ul:-o :;trcss the benclits llf estnblishing u positive relotionship with our new neighbors. In 
our \ ic \\ . IJvcryolic both public I privtltt: I volunteer stands to gain by developing Spruce as a 
h~hU'k: ItInl ot' the cClIllIry rui lrood town. mill town including both lhe public owned and 
pn\.lId.\ 11\\ III.."d property. 

\\ csl Vif'J:inhl lal,' Ruil Authority: 
I'he nlil nUl horilY hilS taken several important steps to assist in the long term Predictive Model: 

I .... I ,"'a~~ till.' uperming rights to the Durbin & Urccnbricr Valle Railroad with tourist 
p..1.SscnglJr service. 

1 .... Declaired the.: property as a va lued Tourist Destination and not excess property availabk 
lor sa le . 

> i\ pprovcd West Virginia Rails·to-Trails Council (WVRTC) to apply to r a TEA21 grant to 
dC\l.:lnp mi l-trails and site interpretatio n in conjunction with the restricted development 
step us ou tlined in this Projective Model. See WVRTC's request out line helow. 

\\ VRTC TEA2 1 Application: 
Tlptca1I) . r.lil·trails arc long narrow pathways. With Spruce. however, the case is very strong 
I\}r shan rni l·tmils within a multi·dementional industrialLOwn. 

,. .runt proc~t.'<Is would he used for walking trails, interpretiv~ signs, picnic tahles. etc .. 
, ppmx. request ~ $8,000 - $12,000, 
, 80". projc:ct li",ds fTom TEA21, 20% Irolllthe Friends of Spruce. including WVRTC, 
, Durbin & Greenhrier Valley RailRoad (D&GV RR), lessee, agrees with grant 

Impm\t.'Olcllt s request . 
¥oun. " o uld be coord inated with the Historic Spruce Site survey currently heing conducted in 

CMlJUnctJOn ~ith the WV Division of ulturc and History. It is important to note: 
\\ RTC "ould like to include the town (state owned) and the mill 
(prwately owned) in the grant application. 

1'IIoIocn.,u: 
Sorry atbouIlhe quality oflhe pholographs. We worked from copies. Durbin is IIOtlIOted fOr 
~ rq,rodUCIions. fflhere is. need for bener quality photographs in Ihe next 100md of 
..... _wt1J~vc. 



The Status, History, and Future of tbe Town of Spruce 
by Richard Sparks 

$ ttllUS : 
pruce. II Sl11ull company mill IOwn in Pocahontas County, West Virginia never had more than about 300 

pt.'opk.'-- generally fa r fewer . Founded in 1904, S ~ruce v.:as completely aba~oncd by the last rcsidcnls 
about r 950. Prcsenlty ( in 2002). the site is essentia lly wilderness. scv~al miles from Ike nearcst 
civiliznlion. It sits in a basin on the headwaters of the Shavers Fork River. an area rich In wildl ife. 
including bear. cagle. and native troul. 

The ownership o f Spruce is It mix of public and private. The site is presently reachable b) motOr vt!h lc\C: 
only via unimproved road and is without water, sewer, and elccl:ica l service. Despite this, real estate 
development is a real possibility. The prospect ofdevelo~ment IS extremcl7 un fonunatc from the: 
standpoint of both historical and environmental preservation, as well as being a rtalloss fOr public 
rc.x:reation. Duc: to the uncertain future of the site, t~ere has bee~ li nle effort to make thc history 01 Spruce 
avai la ble 10 visitors. Despite the lack of interpretation, Spruce IS a popula r tounst attraction It IS the 
destination of special trains operated by t~e Cass Scen i~ Rai.lr~~d as ~ell as regu!3.rly scheduled rult'i by 
the West Virginia Central Rail road. TOUrists clearly enJoy VIsiting a ghOSt town In the wilderness, even 
without significant historic interpretation. 

A Unique Historical Site: 
There are many abandoned industrial IOWns, but Spruce is historically unique. It was Ii very rare example 
of a la rge mill established for the sole purpose of manufacturing pulpwood. It was the highest (eleva tion) 
and coldest town east of lhe Miss iss ippi. Beyond that, Spruce never had a road; everything that wtnt In or 
out was carried on the railroad or by people on foot. This amazing fact draws the jaded modern VI~110r In 

to learn about Ihe lives of people at the turn orlhe 20d! Century. The site itself is a critical part of that 
process. Understanding the isolation of rural life in the last century is dramat ically enha nced by the 
\<isitor's sense of the remoteness of the beautiful wild area. Also apparent is the disturbing realization that 
changing times can make American towns and the people that lived in them utterly disappear juSt a.~ 
happened to ancient civilizations. Vis itors benefit from learning; 
• Life at Spruce was life on a tiny remote island in the wilderness 
· pruce was unique in serving two different industries at two different times. with a complete change or 
population midway through its history. 
• The social structure was a casebook in the evolution of economic, racial and ethnic stratification 
· It was a company town when the company was the ultimate power 
• Life st}'les were beyond the imagination of the present generation; 

Absolute marriage of people to their jobs 
12 hour days and six day work weeks 
Steam heat, elec:uicity. and ruMing water were amazing things. available 10 only a few 

o radio. tdephone, central heat, no insulation 
Some people worked ouuloors in some of the most severe wCllhc:r in the United States 
And people liked it-they often chose to stay at Spruu for many years 

f _. R_ch PCIaltiaI 

A -U ptlflooa of Spruu .... has -. the subjecl of. Ihorou"," if IimitA:d, profess .... 1 ~II 
...." IHuloc, 1919) The IIIIdy wu cornniaioncd IS • prcrequisilc'" .... <OIIIIrUCIi<oI of. _ ...... 
.... of tOO)' r.. doc C ... s-.c Railrood. S""",,,_ CII1b ....... obi ............... ~ ... ... 
_ .... - ....... ,. ... I' r.. of 1pOiIo. o-au, Ibis ••• ' • of ............. 511 I' II _110 ........ _ bwiotI, ............ iIc uadioIurtood, bMi ......... _ ..... "-,.'1 I ' 
.... --. ~Aad, ... .....,of ........ _ 'ldU~"""''''fl b... ., __ 110_..... Isl."'.' • ., ......... s,n .. 



In Ie ..... "'.'l of tirchlH.'ol()~. there is cons idernble potcntial for additional ,r~earch on the social and ec::onomic 
IIllp:1C'b Ihtll tlOl"l:ll'tllife i ll Ihis lown. IlI lIddi lion 10 eight or nine additIonal company house loca tions. 
lhen: arc tI 11U1IlOCr of imllOrtnnt sil cs with very different potcntilli from those studied by Hulse. These 
Ifldulk Ihe tK~ld ( :IblilldOl1\~.'d prior to 1930). two dillcrcnt company store locations (one from prior to and 
c..lUC IItler I O~$), the rllilrond boarding house. twO locomotivc service areas (lumber company and Western 
\ hlr; I,nd Rnih\ 1\) lind the si tcs of an unknown number of non-company dwellings, generally the h?~ 
vrm~litl tlnd clhll ic minority n .. -s idcllts. On private land on the wes t side of Shavers Fork are an additional 
number of rk'll-col1lpnny hOlllc sitc;s and the ex tensive ruins of the mill complex, all of which offer 
f" ·!o.I~lhl1ts for Ilmjor study. 

1 hm: ' !t sit;uiticuOf potential in archaeo logy I.\t Spruce with rewards of at least three kinds. On~ is the 
", •. 1,,')brt~ bc-nefit n mmlly IIssociat t.'d with the accumulat ion of historica l data. Two is the education 
po.. .... ~tI!l1 for future geneflt lions of univers ity students in provid ing sustained opportunities for fie ldwork. 
I ~ tS the inc rc.a scd tourist and public educa tion potential of having active archaeological work in an 
m1apn:tl\ . plan for thl;! s ilt,. Rela ted to a ll these wou ld be the ultimate development of a Spruce artifacts 
n :um l"tlllC\:tion I1t sn appropriate loca tion. 

,lOCI K.\f\S: 

lie orthe historic town of Spruce has s ignificant educational , research and tourist potential. 
HIJ' \o\'e\"'tt. tlk- balefits of archaeology being noted, any s ignificant site alterations should be monitored 
;anJ ught!) controlled in scope. size, and timing by professionals within the appropriate state authority . 
&,ond the mmimum needed by visitors to ga in an understanding, the area should stay basically 

1SIurbcd. If a given archaeological feature is exploited, it needs to be subsequently returned to its pre­
opbalion Sial pruce is worth far more in ilS presenl wild Slale Ihan wilh any developmenl. Other lhan 
brush around selected ani facts, the addition and maintenance of signage, and the creation of a tour 

iXpIlh.. lhc f~r town. mill s ite, and all terrain within sight of visitors shou ld remain essentially 
__ :bed Th " ould require the cooperation of the public and private owners of the s ite. Spruce in 

: I) . uruq~l) historic place and should be recognized accordingly by a ll owners, public and private. 
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,... poured concrete structures were added to bot h ends of the powerhouse In the early 1920 's Years la ter Ihey would be l/le 
la .. standing rUinS at Spruce In the last modifications to the mill a third smolc:estac lc: was added and a fourth track wa~ 

yard The trestle of the e"dless cha,n convey or w h,ch e"led the second story o f tM ""II and ended at the wast. 
IJ,onk 01 Shave,s Fork was modl/,ed to ,nclude w ha t appears to be a chute ,n ,he center lor 'oad,ng 

tM ~ulpwood eMS 
a track on hillside to tne north of tne m J This SI(uC-lure crossed HIE' ", .. lIpond 

" pose; b,y was a 5,(!>IPm /<11 



.. ~ • • 

~ r em view o f j (compa ny o f Spruce , late in the mi era . Note thai the double spoul water 
N , I e 2nd Spruce w ate r tower) has been built be tween the mill yard sw itching lead track and the GC&E I1Hlmline A cui of cars 
• 0,.. the limber bndge Iha l earned the yard lead trac k over Shavers Fork . A single boxcar s its on the Cheal River main I.ne that 

w n1 d Nit Shavers Fork to Bemis. At th e right is the m i ll sidi ng cOllll ng off the Elk River main Ime. This m3111 wenl up to Big Cui 
fld on to Bergoo ThIS s iding reached the pulp mill ya rd as well as the mill pond s iding. The vIew looks sOlJth toward Old Spruce 

and Cas.~ 
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Spruce 
Mill Town. Railroad Town. Ghost Town 

by Richard Sparks 

The I'ulp Mill Years, 1904-1 925 . 
The on!!IIUlI ~cllicmelli called Spruce was cstablished in 1902 nca r the headwaters of Cheat River. ,The 

' .non " liS rcnltmro Old Spruce a fter the West Virginia Pulp and Paper Company (WVP&P) bUilt a pulp 
"u lland upporlmg c mmunity. ca lled Spruce. nca rby .. 

T~ nc'" pruce was buitl nbout one and one half miles from O ld Spruce" at an elevatio~ of3.853 feet . 
• b<-'I\'C se.1 )('\d. in 8 large basin on the banks of Shavers Fork of Cheat RIVer. The location was to remain 
for ~ "CfI;1 n)()f'C' b>cncralions. a wilderness. The complex, known as the "highest and coldest town e:'st of 
ttr hsswippi." was built by the WYP&P subsidiary. the West Virginia Spruce Lumber Co., d~nng 
I -1905 to supply pulpwood for the company paper mills in Covington, Virginia, and West PIedmont 

tnt.'" ~no"n ItS Luke), Maryland. 

Thr e.~nsion of operations to nearly 1,500 men, forecast in the Pocahontas Times of Dec. 21, 1905, 
probab~ Ile\cr got beyond planni ng. T he population oflhe lumber company's nearby headquaner~ l.own 
(pfC pakcd about 1910, and it is likely that of Spruce did also; the popu lation of Spruce remaining at 
.bout 300 rrom 1906 through 1919. 

TW LoggiDg Ibilroad. At Spruce, the company's Greenbrier & Elk River Ra ilroad, later renamed the 
Gr«Obnc:r Cheat & Elk Rail road. was laid out in the shape of the letter " Y," its base pointed south toward 
the compall) 's sawmill at Cass and the a rms toward the logging operations, west into the Elk River valley, 
and~"D h:t\'cn: Fork to the north. It is important to note that the original trackage was Y-shaped, not a 
w; ... -t)proftnlck layout used to lum locomotives or whole trains. The lumber company had no need to 
c:ana Iocomocn-e5 It pruce:, and no way of doing so. 

\pnK:c '1$ an un:porunt junction for the company. Cass was the principal outlet for WVP&P Co. to the 
and the rlilroad between Spruce and Cass, known as Cass Hill, was the main line from the earliest 

can of"lhc opcrahOn. With two switchbacks and sustained heavy grades, Cass Hill saw tra ins day and 
...... )'CIJ around The locomotive assigned to the hill were some of the largest Shay locomotives ever 

~ railroad. 

T IIOrth and ~est out of pruce went out to j unctions with many woods tracks on which 
_ . ..,.. ~. aII.fter umber as well as coal. All this traffic was collected and sorted in the rail yard 

s,n.;c. .... u . each aboul 1500 rc:ct long. 

Dr the bUildings. the prucc Hotel. had electric lights, hot ruMtng water and steam 
tilt: 1o<omo<I\" shop. company offices and lite homes or lap officials .• 1 had e1ectri< 

" __ .......... the hoLd. \Cf) rare phenomenon in rural America It the tum ofthc CCI1tUl) It 
• , Ina houJc: with. reported 30 rooms. .hough thIS local room COWl! 

....... bv,ldtnJ r 1tc hoI.1 houocd Ie compart) c:mpio) as " ..,U transocnn 
1t'C'n.1 Pf1M;.C I mc.1 It the hot~1 

_ ,.,.llrllo 11tc rotlmod. 10m: ten hI_ r"'lna 11tc _l, Thon......, 
1M leo r. I hou ... M IIw Oft \_ ......, -...~ os .. 

... • """cal I. tilt: .lonIIanl, ""'Ih/) • IT 11) hoobo _ .. t _ 
CHi.ll ..... _ .......... bo_ ...... tIoubIo_ .... _ 



buill al t ... ,. o.c.:qU they 14ere: J2'.d2' while ,he ~ exampk r~InJn& In "dowmown~ <....s\ umd I~~ 
\41.); Jh.IO· I he ro~ ofllOUSd Illd 1M hold Yin P,hm Street, but. cM:ept for a wtde bolirdw • .Ik, tben: 
~. ~ ~r«t In ,lIu SO ),c:lrs •• lOWn. Spruce never had a road 

Par,Ud 11.1 Main ~Ir«t. 10 the c:a ... t, INtiS It row oflhree small company hoo~ unh an)' found lfI (.1». 
Phot"l"ph S«m 10 ,)how lhoc were one story WIth II Ion and anac~ ... lIlble CK $hed 111 the- feat ust c;,f 
tl1ac ~ taler appeared the: smlill ,,,,,o-roam schoolhousc. Imm«halCly north~e$l ofme hIxd, .... Ill) Ill. 

u14n ,Kft.ng. .... as ~ company 5lOrC, which also served as the post offICe: Immedtately east of the !Mre .... n 
IfIr ~",,"piI.n) ontu btJIkhng. slm,l., to the standard slngJe house. but ..... ,th larger wUldc:w. s and lSn t'u..ernal 
jU~ 10 lht second Ooor. £ast of the company office building. al a right angle to Maul Street was a 

arrow or the IngJe hou.sts Slfetching northeast ofthc: store, aJong the yard trae • \lias atlOdlc:r rO'oO 
ol fh~ smgk! houso. 

WI (au. assigned housmg reflected the status of the occupants. Even though the bas" ~ign of thtu 
houso .... ..s sJmit.r, the more:: important people were assj~ better 00u.ses. though the <iJffert:nCeS often 
onI) .mounted to. f~ square feet of additional Ooor spa.ct and differences in trim a.od I1CCeSsor~. 

luJmc thr ekanc IIgtnmg for the chosen few. as noted previously. There wet"e a number of DOn­

«JmpalJ') d~elilngs too, on the outskirts ofwwn. Occupants were those who couldn't or wouldn't rent 
Ir,.. ~ compan) unrrugranlS, African· Americans, frce spirits, and the poor. 

", the aonh end oft~n was a tWOo-stalilocomotive shop. At the sooth end o(town, in frQ01 oftbt: last 
houx. .... -..s the railioad water tank. Laler this tank was replaced by a larger tank built adjacent to the it.on: 
~ Dr:'I' ~ ·us I~'o-spoured and couJd water Iocomolives parked on the main line or 00 the auJl )'ard 
kaf trKa.lha, cr~ Sha"er'i Fork.. 

CompIn. The sa~miJJ productd only deba.rked, split, sOOn slabs, manufactured from lIed, JlOl 

-">bIc f ... lumbeo- (by III< , ,,,ndards oftll< day), The pulpwood was 'hipped '" company pape< mill, . 
• spccw C&:O pulp cars, slat-sidcd opeo--top rail cars, somewhat resembling those used (Of 

_ b-'O<k. In lime. ,,,,ndard boxcars C&lI< 10 be preferred because lhey kept the pulp cleant< 
"' ........ (ewer dt-fecl.S in the paper made from the pulp . 

.:.umpfo .... 1.) In tht northv.esI coma of the Spruce basin. With the excepuon of the po'i'terDouse, 
.... ado ....... c:re .... ood The mam building. the rossing pLant. was tVoo-slOf)', about 150' .. 60'. Thr: pea.ed 
Iood a fit' clcrCSlCry running III< lenglh of the building. There was a 311, b) 6-fOOl doubk sa<lt 

.. act} agtl feet in all wa lls. Most phowgraphs sho¥. fire barrels lined up on the roof peals In 

.... • '" ISIern was coostruaed on the hillside above the mill anti the barrels ~ 
81 .... ' .. pc:r1Iaps a ~tnk1t:r J)'5lcm was installed, jusl as was done a.1 Cass. 

• 

fI'Q IN) but about 90" .. 50'. t~o slOr), v. uh 1\10 00-5IOr) .hJgh. arch lOp ..... J.td.r;It ~ I,. 
IUonI .... CfC buih ona.o Ute ends The additIOn on the: east end ma~ tui c bouwd I 

-_ a_,,:d aboot the same Iunc: 0"'8",.IIl. _II the ".11s e1aOlII<d aoo-< 
,I, """ throo", the roof In the «Jilt< of the bwldutg. ~ ""'" tlIoa 

CDd -. and the palr.peI. ~IIIJ ""ete ut ~n and t.hr: roof rcbwh -..11h d\od PerM, • 
.. e _ &0 the' ~a(: ""athn II \pt'uu Abundl .. ~ and ICC rna) hut' bcaI rd-"'" 

"' .... ,.,. - .. - vf Uac p:~ahul.nc _ ... ~ w .......... c..ra.aklMill_. 
, '" ,,,,\It I II< ,_ ........................... ...- a 7" 

II ... mp.s tau. COfM) ___ ,.. .., ....... " • __ .. 

E 



COlwe\ or chllin cl11crgl.'iI rrom Ihc cast cnd or the buildi ng and went east 180 reel to the river ~t about )0 
rl..'CtlrOn"llhc ground. The supporling Iresl lework was. mostly w~. but steel was used on the nve~ end 
Ot....:ausc:: tht: conveyor cnrricd wood WilSie 10 a bum pile on the riverbank. It also undouble:.<ily ~rned 
ulp\\ o..>J Oul orth!.! mill for londing into rai lroad cars. Over the years, the trest le was revised: 10 final 

fOrm. it sP:Ul1l1.'iI four tfllck s in the load ing yard. 

Enrlier phOlOgrnphs of the enst and south sides of the mill sho,":, ~nother v~ry impressive structure. absent 
in hiler photogra phs. This appears to have been a conveyor. eX ltlOg the mill toward the south for about 200 
tt.'t't, \\ hilc gaining e1evution to lIbout 45 fect above the ground. It then a.ngled toward the south west for an 
Ildditionul80 t't.."C1. climbing to about 60 fcc t high and then extended hOrizontally fo r a nother . IO~ feet to 
tht:" hillsidl' sOUlh of the complex. It was used a lmost certainly to transport pulpwood. The hillSide appears 
III photogmphs with nn acre or more or manufac tured pulp wood, st,acked se~eral feet ~eep . :Why so much 
would be stored is unknown. bUI photographs made at the company s pul p mil l at DaVIS, which operated 
from 1895 lill 1919. also show huge piles of stored pulp wood. Perhaps fo r a time drying the pulp (and 
thus reducing its weight) before transport was part of the system. 

Pulp\\{xld WBS typica lly loaded from pulp sheds, long platforms built about four feet higher than the floor 
of II rail car. Workers in the shed could pitch the pulp wood down through a car door or upward over the 
side or the roo tless pulp cars. The pulp shed that was prominent in the loading yard east of the mi ll 
disappeared in later years. The conveyor on this side was enlarged and modified with what appears to be a 
hute fOf loading ca rs at door level and at least one track was added to the ya rd. Perhaps these changes 

R"fkct increasing use of boxcars. instead of the open-topped pulp cars. 

\ \ CSt of the mill \\as the log pond where the flatcars of logs were du mped. I f at a ll feas ible. sawmills at 
the tum of the _Oth century had a pond where soaking the logs fo r days or weeks loosened the bark and 
arlo~ed din and stones to wash off. saving wear on the cutting machinery. Also, moving and son ing logs 
""'nh Ill3nuallabor was made fai rly simple while they were afloat. The pond at Spruce was created by 
boikfing a rock and wood dam about 150 feet long, ac ross a small tributary of Shaver's Fork, just west of 
the mill team was piped into the pond in the winler to prevent freezing. 

logs ""'-ere brought from the pond into the mill on the second floor level by a ramp Gackslip) equipped 
.dun endless chain (the bull chain). In the mill . the logs were cut to short lengths in the cutoff saw, 

dcbatl.cd ( ros>cd) nnd s pli!. 

T pal offactoncs of the day, much or the equipment at the Spruce mill was belt -driven from a large 
CIlJlIlC through a complex mne of pullcy ·. shafts. and gea rs on the ground floor of the main mill 

1Iai*l'!IJ The mill al30 had a dynamo to genera te elect ric power for lighting the mill . hotel. railroad shop 
~ bt.uidtngs across Mvers fork. 

T. Inl Otause. In 1925 the paper company made the decision to clost! the Spruce mill. In 19~5-1 Q~o • 
• , mcncd to the company paper mill at Luke. MD. At about the same time, the n."CnbnC1 

( • A. f nIT".nd opc:rauOf\l1 patterns bt:glln changing. f he fuel and water capacitl(:S and the 
..... po; ~a or.! .pood of lhe .. lIew n<XI r 150·1011 ' hays ( os. 12.13. and 14) "",milled rull> Jh....., 

~ Ihr IAt cncl of the 'Olin Ilnc.1 Ikr}lUO. 41 ",il~ to the ~ C$t and tll the Interchange \\Ith 
lid ".,1 .... ) netr Ikml • SO t1111C\ III the nonh I It" grC411 rl!\lu..-aJ the: n«'d t« AI 

'::~~.:!. • h.he C" ,J>tpr \IUtl lO ut the .l1Iounl ur lo~ 1li..1\\ mil h~ ( a" . t~ trafbln '"'. 
&; "' Il{ft un ,he ""tullliin IIJ I~ bill f'C'" hup \:'""""~\ It Ca: " '" ~ t 'la' lft' h 

I had 1_ 0 do.;a .rllCt labhdtcd. 1(1"" In the .I~ then.~. 



The Western Maryland, 1929-1196~ Railway took over the greater panico of me G &.E railroad tas well 
In 1928-1 929'Cthe&EW) ~tem :~~~ Co The expansion was to take advantage of I~ de\elopl"l c(IIIl 
as the name G om . . workers lind U!'V"rVtCUIrV -on I I. . 
indusl of the area Shortly, WM railroaders. maLDtena~ r~' "-:~ ' I per'S ne . pcrn.ps 
100 ry Ie moved into the old town. Spruce was now nulepost 87 00 the WM hne from T gan Juncl;oo 

peep ' d br hed terminal for helper locomotIves to ~ based there. The pruce helper nccl 
to BCr.rgoo, ah~ esla. IS asthae steep ..rades leading 10 the summit at Big Cut ~·ecn Ilry Fork (l.l\urel 
was or pus 109 trams over e' 

Bank) and Spruce. 

Wh ile al least some 0-6-0 and sma ll 2-8-0 locomotives were renumbered and reassigned from the pur~nt 
, t t the GC&E the principal power to work through and out of Spruce w S h) bt,. the 11-8 company S ros er o . . ' . ' , 

class consolidation Iype locomot ives numbers 770-789, bUilt by the American LocomotIVe omplln III 
1914 These were not the largest consolidations on the Western Maryland. but. low-whc..oek'd. compact. Itnu 
powe~ful, they were fine for the grades and sharp curves on the GC;:&E. once the t~ack and bri~ktc:.~ " crt 
upgraded to mainline standards. Until the line overha~ 1 was suffic len~ly complete In ! 9 l 't bUSIIl\.'S1ii 
necessarily was conducted usi ng smaller rod locomotives and by paymg the WVP&I (which 1ll8 I1lt ltlm,,"U 
trackage rights) to haul WM coal cars between Sial)' Fork and Spruce. 

There were changes at Spruce under WM ownership too. Another bridge crossing Sha vers fork Wll~ lidded 
in 1929, which, util izing the old main track and revised mill pond Irac . neatly fI nncd a true wye fllr 
tu rning locomotives. The most spectacular track change was the grading ofa new main Jil1c thruu!!h tOwn 
This roughly paralleled the old grade from the north end of town and passed just CltSt of the schoolho\l~c III 

8 cut. Then. the tracks made a big horseshoe that swung west, crossed Shavers Fork at the south cnd of 
town and rejoined the origina l logging grade on the long hard climb toward the Big ut 

The new horseshoe line went right across Main Street, eliminating one house. The fill for the Sho ver" ~ork 
bridge approach was dumped right over the former main line, burying a short stretch of track , n Iht north 
side of the fil~ the old main track became the ready track for WM helper engint3; on the lOulh it w" .. a 
stub siding used by the lumber company. As already noted, WVP&P rela ined traCkage rights to rttlch 
their logging areas both north and west of Spruce . With the new line CUlling thei r old dirt(.1 roule Ihruu~ 
t n. logging trains heading from Cass toward Bemis now had to cr05S Shavers fork M'lU th of the new 
WM bridge and climb west, pan way to Big Cut, to the new interchange where they revcr!ltd luld folluwed 
the WM line back down hill tbrough Spruce. 

The Ixxd disappeared earl) in the WM era; its annex became the ra ilroad boarding hou ... The "Id 
1'&P rotnpan), offic:<S became a store. In 193 I. a sand lOW'" and a tall 75-ton coohn, station wer. 

odded acar the "-at<r t tT This compicx also housed a boiler and dynamo providlnu mam. lilA WI"" 
...a clcaricit) to the shop. • D ' 

.~ • ....:.,rr _ rr- ... pcnpcaMoI'..., ........ ".zlf ...... da ' I , 
__ .... e =- .... "."..." ......... _1 ...... ' ........ .... 
__ • - II a_c •• , ......... ....., .... 11-., 
......... C"':'a 1nN .. AfnI, cUr:. , .... ~ ...... 'H:"~.:.:D:.~::=: 
- -- --" t ............ . 



. d " in The LOG ,,~ ult .. ins Childcrs li nd her brother Devane Cussins,. grew up 10 Spru~ an . ' wnll~g of S ruce 
TR.. .. lv. VoIIO(.J), shnn .... d Ill~ny recollections of lhe genu me ~leasures o~,hfe ~~c;.,~. r~~:ae;~:mili!, they 
had telephone flldia. And 011111 order: what they nceded came 10 on the r31 roo h ' s or walked 
h:ld IHlI'iltlun; access 10 Irulisporllliion on the trains lind by rai l motorcars. Some rode t e train 
to the nClm:S1 roads. where they kepI automobiles. 

The.' Town J)k.'S Agllin. In June of 1949 the Western Maryland improved its crew facilities at s pruce'b 
rt'furbishing the laundry And wash room facilities and constructing an S'x I 0' .shower room. How~ver . y 
October cOltSlruction had begun on a new engine terminal at Slaty Fork, wh ich was to replace t C h 
tacilities" li t Spruce Ilnd Bergoo. In April of 1950, four houses at Spruce were demolished and anot e~ ed 
relired. In June the shop coal tower power plant , sand house and 4, 181 feet of yard tracks were retar . 
In eplcolbcr. ;wo doub l~ houses llnd two other dwellings were .removed. The twenty.p lus families ~hat 
hsd occupied pruce for a quarter·century quick ly followed theIr trades to other locations on the railroad. 

In IQ 3. diesel locomotives made their fi rst run over the branch. The Western Maryland dieselized 
rapidl . and the new power did not need to turn or take water at Spruce. In December of 1954, the water 
ta was retired: in November 1956. the wye and remaining sidings were pulled out. Only a couple of 
houses \\Cfe left for tile occas ional usc of track gangs, and they were gone by the ea rly 1960's. 

pruce TodllY. Other than the quiet, one of the most striking things about Spruce is that so lin Ie is left of 
s thriving lown of hundreds of people. Western Mary land quickly disposed of its unwanted structures. As 
ocher buildings were aba ndoned, they were quickly salvaged for materials and firewood . 

~ most prominent terra in feat ure today in the Main Street area east of Shavers Fork is a fair~sized hill 
UP) ing the ins ide of tile horseshoe curve. T his is the earth moved out in the early \990'5 to c reate the 

De"" Interchange track between the Cass Scenic Railroad and the CSX (successor to the WM). So now, 
tiodmg an) evidence of build ings in this area of town would require considerable excavation. Nonh of this 
~ hill the only house fou ndation eas ily and clearly identifiable is from the WM boarding house. 

oJ to lhe n\"Cf, the railroad grades, with their cinder ballast, are quite distinct, as are the concrele 
ti lIIYlJOOS of lhe WM shop and the water tower. Piles of sand and coal mark the locat ion of the sand 

nd coellower. nc can easi ly spot the concrete abutments for the two bridges that carried the legs 
&he "')C ler Mvers Fork. and for that maner, visible inside the concrete structures. are the timber 
~ ofthe onglnal railroad bridges. Just upstream from the abutments are the remains arthe dam 
\~ DUlled for erosion control. 

"",,,,,"" 'Cl' FOlk. lhere arc: slill a rew lies on the WM grades, Around Ihe mill sile are lhe concrete 
bI ..... l ...... '!he bUIldings, Ihe maj r machines and overhead conveyors. The sloel uprighlS of !he caS! 

ttndc:.nd endres, cham a rc easily found .. Next to Ihe river. Bmazingl • lhac SliI! is. large 
I !he ... Ir burn plic PIP"' and plumbing, and heavy chains are scanert<l.1I 0'" lhe arca. The 

-mod lilt m,1I """"" qUrle do IOnel and inlcrCSlin¥I) . a 101 of lhe old mill lard trackage i> 'Iill 
l '" cr J(JO )'QI\ ukl 

'p&1 """" idcnlOflIblc ' !ruelure 10 ICI1IIln 01 lhe ma""",> po .............. this IS DOl die 
• ~ '" ~ lemu.cd lhe machl""') by maki.,. Iarac holes in !he walls, aod _ 

•• !he IftLIcI IoI'ld I he uulil ... ur lhe struclure IGIIdiIy _ in low ...... 
~... die ...... , ...... , .. the boa. •• ,,),11" ........... arellill.. n. 
- Ii> die "'" ut dIr bul"" • IIiII ........ "'1apI ... . ....... -



W~f VIr'J(lnhl's I)rcmlc ,' O hO.'ff Town? If i ntcr~1 in this lill ie town. ~ppcars to be Oul of proportion to its 
I"n'n~"ncc. Ills nol . I'hil1k o f II;; I1I111C Ill'! "The Il lghcsl li nd old (.'S ~ .' 0 ,:,"," Eas t o f the Mississ ippi ." It's 

nllll. IIIIUlUllh Wfll1,i; onl jlu lpwood, WIIS probnbly I h~ only such fACIlity ~ n the st~tc. Due to its extreme 
,\{lIA llllll, Spruce I\ IIS II pure compltl1Y town, lI"d ~' microcos m of the social s trati fication of tne ca rly 20'" 
~rtUIII) I he tOWII \\IIS settled fi nd ilbllnd?nC(ltw lc~. nnd never had II road or cemetery . T he logging era 
rm:x::!u\'l«J til/in,) t;hOS I tOWI ' ~ , but, Spruce IS Iru ly ullIquc. 
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RECOLLECTIONS O F SPRU E 
r . . I Imlll ' Ird/(/f'%j.!h'lIl £.xC{l\·(I(io ll.~ (II Spruce. /YV; /1 ( ·()ml'flll )'.tJI\IIlt!(~ HlIIlrtlll,cI (II/{I A"'~ .. 
. ' t:t: rp '{ ,r{11 • L(lft' /1I(/lI\"r;o/ Hel'olllfiutl Period. .A . Ilu Isc: Shepherd (ullc~c ( ulluoal Kc,uun.;l.: 

( mtlllllllli I 19 f • 

t-.hlllugclllt.!111 Se ries 117. ShcphcrdslOwn. W. Vu .• 1989. 

Ihldrid Crickurd lind her husb'lIld. Roben Bruce [build ingsJ. The first WlI.5. an unpnintcJ COIl)P!1I1 )" 
• f S d ' o m ce', lhrec center housc~ Ihcldl lu uh ly !!Ik Li led lIuli Crid.lIrd. ,\-ere res idents 0 prucc urmg c 

192--1926. As n surveyor/engineer for the West employees. incl uding the .. awycr. I ~ ' cr. ..11,".1 
Vir~inill Pulp & Paper Co.. Mr. Cri ckard was handyman. T ile southern house I w[l~ I u rC~ ldcl\CC I ~l r 
il1\;hcd \\jlh many dul ies including planning and single men. all rceen! immigrnnb from AU'I!nn 
('n..'Cri ll!.! Sleam skidder trails. Mrs. Crickard was S ince Mrs. ric kard never vis lled Ihi l:; pun Uf h)wn. 
c.mpIO):d .as IIleachcr in the Iwo-room schoolhouse she could no t recn !! un)' spccifi(.: dcta il of ,h~ 
locmed in the southe~l s l part o rtO\\lI1 . Their incomes structures. 
o fSIJO and $90 per month respectively, as well as 
Iheir educa tion. made them part o f the "c li tes" of 
lo\\n nnd allowed the ir res idence in the o nly hotel. 

As Mrs. Crickard desc ribcd the hotel. the 
accommodations wcrc very good by loca l standa rds. 
The 30·rool1l structure had steam heat, electric ity 
_ene-rated from the power s tation at the mi ll , and 
either individual or shared baths with hOI and co ld 
running \\ater. Elec tricity was supp lied o nly to the 
mill complex. hotel and several residences o f' 
upper-Jc\-el managers (nea r the hOlel ) and wus 
alailable until the mill closed at 10 P.M . The hOlel 
"as also equipped with a telepho ne and a ballery 
rad K> for access to information from the o ut s ide 
"orki. The hOlel was occupied at that lime primari ly 
~ illed specia lists and by upper- level employees 
of a temporary nature or those without families. 
\1eaJs ~ere served to hotel res idents and food was 
reponed to be excellent. Supplies were provided by 
a dail} ItaJn from Cass which brought barrels of 
tl JUr. cr.ue, o f egg:.. and sjd~~ of beef d irectly to the 
buId on a b)-need basis. The hotel was ncar the 
t..ompatt)" lIOfe and boa rd ing ho use.:. '1 he I<lrge 

ure n aJ the boarding house was scpanitc 
r'J!M the IkIkI and ICrved to house work crews o f 

mtn ~eal, ~ere l.ak.en by the flIe n in the 
b:.1c1,.1'r.iw: morn and no lalklOg was allowed during 

I la, 'lUI tlf ~prtJU mcJuded Ihe m,1I 
InJi (rlIlht: ...-.e'lll ~ Idc Nt the 

-I .,od 110< whlk. ,~,lIcd . 
".e .~ uk I he: "'tulh \.de 
., c,f r,,,t Idt:""L.t 

Across the river o n the west s ide wen; the ltolio llund 
Blac k communit ies as wd ll1 '\ "o llie AlI~,trIUIl "; . Mr, 
Crickard reme mbered the Italialls by II large ovcn II) 

which they baked bread fo r sa le. a~ wt.:11 1.1" by their 
cabb~t ge patches. Gardens were rure in S prll c.:e d ue hl 

the co ld cl imate ; cabbage und u lew pU1alOe'i i..; lIlI 
Mrs. Crickard could reca ll t.:vc r being grow" . I ht.: 
Austrians were apparen tl y ,,;ciJ ll ercd around town. 
but were reme mbered for thei r deep~ 1 ric::d fru it p ics . 

Spruce was described ti 'i ,11\ " i'ln \;.ated bu t (I...: Ii 14111 1'111 
place," where peo ple led orderly live ... ba .. ed 0 11 Ihe 
ro ul ine o f 10- ho ur wo rk day' Ulld lillie c l..;e People 
we re we ll-drc ... sed ulld 110 1 prulle to CO li nie t'i or 

drunkenness. Al tho ugh home-brew WI1 .... COllllnOIl . tile 
dangerous nature or the work kepi a lcoho l to II 

minimum o ut ofself-pre ... crvation . 1 ru wild weekend 
was wanted , Cass wa.s the p lace to go, und Spruce 
rernained a very q uiet cOII"n unily . 

By I CJ2 S the mill o perati ull al ') pruce h;ul been 
sCf:ilcd back. and by I CJ26 Ihe o pe ratio n fnldcd und 
thc equ ipme nt IIH:)vCO 10 I.ukc. Mary lund I he 
railroad alld woods o pcnll io n'i were 4ii ti ll a mil,ur 
foc us, M) the dec line of the.: m il l d id IlIH 

imlnedialc!), e lld the 10 wlI . 

Mrs C ric kard de')(.; n ood WV:II'& I'( " w~ J ~IH~ 
company to work I() r. with uvera~e "'MMelt. 
l1on--cx plOII ive price", I)f ~I;ud" 811he \lUre .• Iru,:' hut 
lim dl~lpl,"f:. fUld an " "ere,1 111 edl.M;aU'H' I hI: 
mlt),}r (':OInplallll ~'" Ihe" 1.1",,,,, In ".,.rtWlde" .U 
wurir.cn. 141 vult Kcpuhhl.;an Uri \-ufln, eta) 



Il'1Ice mill from the CUI. No~ th e inclined gallery and the trestle structure to the hilltop .;out h uf Ihl.' buildi n..: 
nery 1i.nd trestle disappeared in Lit.lcr yean, IL5 did the rooftop flirt barreb knd the I"Ive Vent pipes .Jung thl: roof rid!;,' uf the third 
lOr gll!Jer) thllt r lln pw.rkIJcllO Il nd between the mill clerestory llnd the power hou roof. The eh.nnd IIr Shll\cr~ For'- h;t. .. neen 
Inked (ur erosiun p rotection . 

mlln (('tl 1ft 

E 



Above: View of the town and mdlm the teens There IS no water lower between the m,tllead and th e main 
Ime tracks. The mill has two stacks. The powerhouse has a parapet wall both end wall s and the cen ter 
f'Iewal! have a decorat i ve, s tepped design The east conveyor travels straight toward the rlVel , endi ng a 
the burning waste pile. Below. A later photo shows the east conveyor now Includes a hopper and c llUte 
In the cen ter and the support trestle now spans more tracks In the pulp loading yard 



(WV. I'/I. /'C") 8hOJJ 111 pruce In the mid·teens, Shays 3. 2. 1 and 4 are lined up. Below, Shay 
k, Thl lt 10(101110 onolno service complex was In the north end of town. 



hl.l tt Illn' 111111 Ito,. I HHHnlri.nl 
Itl mill ",It IIIlUfl'1I tit 11, .. In~lI , h U iii 
IfflllJIHHI ttl hHIIU., ",. ftl h'''' h I 
"Inl I \1M 1III1I1Iu ~"'"t ltd ttltilttrl 
lIuh t 1m" .. Ih .. \\'11.11) , In /IIulU". 
l ultV III 1111,11 111 .. 11\ jII.-1 th" Uln. 

t' \.\1 .. 111\1'''' I "' .-m,-11('), .. It., f 
\)1 h",,, III I 'h.1 ~'p')h 0' h d 
Itt'\! lll"'" )Imlm IiIHi Jl lh h." II 
ahl" t ItA"I" h4tlt ~. rI\\I , It 
\\hl\ h \,,\ul,! I"" 1)\ \ HJ'I \1.t I 
h~U th fll t 11\,\,. 



Abo .... Onc. thoughllO be about 1950 after the removal of the WM locomotive shop, th is is 
morellkll)' nbou t1931 , 10 years before the shop was built. Shown is the debris from the 
con ,ruction of tho doublo track mainline loop through town and the new steel bridge across 
Shav.,.. Fork, on which the photographer was standing. The snowplow shown was stationed 

t PllJc., I)nd wBS scroppod at Elkins in the 1990's . All f ive double houses on Main St. are 
tttown No te there Is no BnllOX yot next to double house number four. Next to the coal tipple and 
bov. th. corner o f tho hopper car is tho s tor8. Behind the store a re the backs of the houses 

I 'Ked the rlJll ),ord. 

E 



"",.It .. 1 .t WM engine I hop. Bohlnd It Is Mol" Stroot with (I to r) double houses 4, 3, 2, 1 and 
fHtuM Ihlm ,r, the Ichool fi nd .o lt·box housol. Upp~r right Is onG of the single houses 

• IJf'I U •• Inl)...,. of r,b . 10'0 Behind It, tho mill I, clol ed, but the power house Is still makmg 
.m 'ot U .. W~n Utlow loft . Harper Nollon atandlng at the rear of double house 3. aehind 
.. Ih. n 'J. ,dltlg ttoo ••• with U. unique twin window' ot the reer of the flrst lIoor. Vis ible 
., ttl .. 1t" 11.( k af th • .,"1161( on dOublo hou •• • aelow right are thr • • of th. 

""_ .. ftOf't f If .. tlflt •• IOIlU ttl , vnr(:1 VII k. Th t wat. r low, r I, be tween th' Ch •• t Rive r 
Jeg I Ih, WM w'1' 



I 
". . '- . 

left North end of the WM locomotive shop bUilding Right the Intenor of the Shop apparenu~, v. hen 
the facIli ty was new. The man on the left IS engmeer Sylvester ··Pappy" CUSSIOS 

Pru)tfJgrdphcd fr O/n lJu",dc III 
ftr"lt~ . 11.)(fII\ ~r. fI."I\ Sha" C ShOP, looklllg south, a WM H8 consolldatton, '" pu her 

h~fJPf!f. l)rJufI(l fen It ens For ... tres lle headed up the grade with. trim of empty 
\(j m'n.'I on Elk River 
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Upper left : The ready t racks be fo re the construction of the 
WM shop in 1941. All five of the double houses on Mam 51 are 
visible. Note the distinctive double window on tile firs t-fIOOI , 
rear o f house No. 4, the boarding house. 

Upper ri ght. The south end of the ready tracks, the H-8 type 
locomot ive is on the fo rmer GC&E main track which was 
bisected by the construction of the WM loop track on which 
a coal train IS seen. Smgle houses No. 5 and NO. 3 can be 
seen ; si ngle NO. 4 was removed for the WM track project No 3 
was the home of WM engineer Sylves ter "Pappy" CUSSlns 

dunng the WM era 

Lower left . Some of Main St. after the 1941 construction of the 
WM shop. Note the addition to double house No 4 
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~ ,. !'OIIn n - c.o" ng lO Ner looking south The 
.... ""ina tJ+1 If the "'.te, tOwer and the store 
Goo t~ ttl. tltll('1 of the yardmaster and 

... ",,,,,hot ~.ow, "'411 d atelm Ime to tho shop 
n-t,rth from thl coahng lower Righi 

, boI f hOlJ.' (,"'.'Ing tullY.". nd lowo, 
....., up It •• ftflglne •• r· ... '. trick. 

not't' If mrumd tt) 111' "Uhl 0 1 thl 
• hOppttf '. "1_,/ «ffll t~ th, 

old 'f ~.... 0 co. H~ Ot)l: " 
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~'Uhl 111 0 Oroo JUI/ 11 0 '!" Of 'he nb()vo 
thUI I(lU"11I9 W()H show ll1t1 III to 0 111 
It • .", U flren mO l ' 0 ' !ho • (,I odl)utJ 11 0 111 

Ih WYO jl n tl.ti ll lO ,,'111 ru lll , I" (l re:1I 
111(1 uIJU'H lott II II! " tltk I X /I I Ihn l IlIlIu) 
IndHl(11U Iho Ulg CU I 

Aurln l PhOlOS 0 1 tho 
Spruco TowlI S il u. 1 95 

I e ll 111 u, "it! I \"f f f ''' \1 UIH}I.'\' h\lt .1\. 11) 
hO VUI & I \l lk , 10 lkilly h J lilt' UU ltl \1.1 I Till' \' Ilu\l 

lulll." , u Illn \" ,Iy '"IIII lIhl f'U \. IUt I~" III _ .. ,,1\11 t' 
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lJpP1:r ThlJ .//(:N jJ( th'] (.'J<lI. ~an(j dnd ii\h ''''~Ihhlt\ 4111J ti .. I' IIJ., " If I 

f (I'''' It. Ih.· fOHlflfO(HW III ttl.] budYI1 ,(" thl: IJf, ... t,,.,,ff If1U ()' It,,, HI'" Tt,. ". It *-1 

PUlp H"l/'. liJrd ')ml!..h."y I'J.HJ Th(~ 1(,;1(. ... lind r.m" 4tml(ftll'nl"Jr ~ fmdJIf ,I U1. 0' 
<1m 011'0 .. ceo 

.. fJ<N'''' Itdt J 'If:; <J("Jbl~ '>puuI Natll)'f tc,"'''!f rht I\II~rt.r ""C! OJ'" .ml t-c"u • Jfld the .({W JT I Ot " •• 
coin tit: "'~f:N ", the dl.,ta(l( .. ~ rh~ tri:i(.Y II) UI~ "'Jill J. 1t'1Ji I1r,.'tf:, IIIq fJl h., "'IIJI kI at. '1 III n. 
11M ~ ('-"gml

' "~r"lc.fJ "iJC"'~ Ihi: form'!! '" IiJPtPCrJ C",·." k"." mjJIm It. 

LVN(:ftrgtll Tt'f:;";fniJ,,, ... OlU1t:dt.Jlln.tn:dfl "lelmfJ'~f nJur~ 21.1, '".', fI JI ' .... I 

It (.tld~, l.mt.r;1 b(l09(: dt)Ulm~'H n,l; r;..6nc.rctJ: ",bulltl.nh 1111 It fJ' fl''' .. /lCIit dl' It til , .. m., .• (J' H ~ 
L'loil'_ e'.:n In 1111~ U,JPt!I $,hl)l<i m"d.- '<;ml; ~O·70 /ff.,(. ,,,,,h,:, 
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.n "om the nonh arc the romalns o f Spruce In April , 1994, Most prominent are the poured concre te endwalls of the mill powerhouse 
The m.n " l1

an
dlng on ., mill sm okes tack ; Jus t above his head can be seen the founda tions for the endless chain conveyor thai went 

hom the mIll ttaM 10 the banks of Shavers Fork . To hiS r igh t, at the base of the hili , IS the concrete and limber lined spillway of the 
millpond The townSite Is the o pen awn ac ross the river In the middle distance 
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Left : View loo king west from 
iJ the lOp of the was te pile, 

showmg the remains of the 
conveyor tres tle and the 
millpond spi llway. 

Right ' Showlllg the area Just 
to the west of the mrll. The 
remams o f the rock millpond 
dam are very Visible. 
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till ,. 

lit the fill carrying itSneY7,-j:';-e ttlrou"gh Sp'ruce over 
Shavers Fork a piece of the Original WVaP&PCo/GC&E main line was 
covered Over. For some reason , the track was not taken up and the 
ends of the rails still protrude from the embankment. 

, 

¥ • 

In Shavers Fork, above are railroad wheels , and below, 
pieces of a large endless chain. Below left : near the mill 
are the foundations of the huge trestle that, in the teens, 
carried a conveyor chain across the pond tracks to the 
hillside south west of the mill. 

- -
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Salamander. The Salamander operates as pubUc transponallon wIth publ IShed 
rates and regular in season schedules. 

D&GVRR 's service to Spruce is 100"/0 passenger servi,:". Most tickets arc round 

D&GVRR offers regular i:O-5e3-'OD puseager 
service to prvce TbunKIay through unday. 
2002 was a banner Ye2r for the. Salamander, 
hauling + 10,000 patrons to a ghost town. 

trip to pruce & return to 
Cheat Bridge. Other patrons 
include 6 hermen. out 
troops, bikers nd 
backpackers who may bike I 
walk out Or are picked up by 
the Salamander at v nous 
places several day latcr 
D&GVRR has taken what 
was abandoned and turned II 

into a worklll& p 'len cr 
service haulin the P~'Ople to 
Public Land to feel cri.p 
wiJdemes In their fa c . 
Trees and clear runnm 
water. 0 buildin , no 
residents, 00 road. I hey 
see Spruce. 

D&GVRR is the lessee of all propenies owned by the Rail Authonty along the 
West Virginia Central Railroad, which includes Spruce. M leo ... , D&GVRR has 
agreed in writing allowing this study and for development gram. applied for by the 
West Virginia Rails-to-Trails COlDlCiL The time is ripe to continue with thi 
registration. Visitors increasingly crave the history of this highest industrial mill 
tovrn east of the Roc ies. 

For Spruce to continue its planned growth, the Friends of Spruce would like to see 
the area Ic.ept remote, road less and accessible only by rail. Popular demand is 
growing, growing, growing for simple trails, picnic areas, fire circles, de3ignated 
c21l1pilrg area, limited brushing, imerpretive signs and educational archeological 
dig\. 

Based 00 my obsm.ations as a resident, business owner and fmanciaJ consuIIad. I 
tee Railroad Tourism's positive impact on nnI lJIOWUin cormuIitiet such • 
C... o..bin and E '. Keepillg Spruce as pdlIic land has alrady helped 



imp3ct the loca l C onomy by $990.000. With even Y, the continued growth Over 
tl1l' next 7-ycnrs. the impact would exceed $ 1,400,000 per year! '!!' 

I \\ rite III professional op inion today seasoned with various blends of fmancial 
lields of stud . I hereby offer my op inion on the Predictive Model for the Historic 
"pnlce urvc . 

onclusions: 
I see II ve ry low cost / high reward ratio by listing 
pruce as a historic / archeological site. In my opinion, 

support should be given the Rail Authority's Vision 
[0 develop Spruce as a future tourist destination. I see 
both public and volunteer resources protecting this 
historic site for the enjoyment of future generations. 
The Friends of Spruce are confident that with the 
continued guidance of the West Virginia Division 
of C ulture and History, various registration Phases 
of pruce as a National Historic / Archeological Site 
i attainable. All the ingredients are in place. We 
hould continue. 

lbe rai lroad tourist industry is a boom for the towns along the once abandoned 
lines. pruce plays a key part in the overa ll tourist model of low environmental 
unpa [ / high economic growth fo r our rural mountain communities . Tourism is a 
grO" th industry for Spruce; it should be promoted, yet protected. 
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Hi storic Spruce Survey: A Predicti ve Model 
Phase II -- Recommendations 

rwp 1012012002 -
R CCO lllm t'ndllliOlls: . ' 
FlI('h sur\cy (enOl member is a ~ee Ihl"!,er: We mdependently drew ~he same conclusion thal 
, . T or Spruce is Histoncally SlgOificanl. It was Joanna Wilson. Sr. Archaeologist 

I)C own . h D· ·· rc I d · • . ' , .. g our Scope of Wo rk as outlined 10 I e tVISlon 0 u ture an History's Histonc Spn'" 
c.-.;pnmm S . I "~ A h , . 
Sun'e) Conlrllcl, however. who woke us up that pruce IS a~ rc aco oglca lly Significant: 

... pfOj6Ct shall focus upon background fT!S8srch 
f'9garr;Jmg the historic town of Spruce. In preparation 
(or later on-site archaeological survey. Research . 

should Include .... .this information shall be used to develop 8 baSic 
predictive model to include recommendations 

for future research potential of the Spruce survey area. 

We d id the only thing we could ..... . 
We look 10 the Brush, Mud and Digs of Spruce!!!! 

Archaeology is Fun!!!! 

A Predic tive Model - Archaeo logical Site: We feel the best predictive model is one that can 
be en:tplemented into a plan o f action. Spruce seems to be a beginner's archaeological site. 
Based on the auached maps, current photographs and onsite references. even beginner students 
could read Ihis survey and find djstinctive surface remains, draw a line to other knoy,1l points and 
project what is buried under the Cass connection bac lcfiU. T he maps, photos and narritive by 

p:1Tks provides the blue print for an Archaeologica l Site ... even an accountant can understand. 

Sparks notes the significant potential in archaeo logy at Spruce with rewards of at least kinds: 
I> Scholarly benefit nonnally associated with the accumulation o fhislorica1 data, 
2> Educat ional potential for future generation of university students in providing Sustained 

opport unities for fieldwork. 
3> Increased to urist and public education potential o f having active archaeological work in an 

interpret ivc plan for the site. 

Again relying on Spark's conclusions: ·' .... the benefit s of archaeo logy being noted, any 
Significant site alterations should be monitored and tightly controUed .... beyond the minimum 
needed by visitors to gain an understanding, the area should stay basically undisturbed ... . other 
lhan brush contro l aro und selected artifacts. the addit ion and maintenance of signage and 
crcalion of a tour foo tpath. the former town, mill site, and aLI terrain within sight of the visitors 

uld remam csscnt1D.lIy untouched ." 

" Pnd it'lt\t Model : - pruce's Tourism Industry: "* .. lIc.haeology tal cs one or more know points and projects the next suspected point. an) 
IIMeT cwoomist CM project the )'d Industrial Railroad Revolution for prucc. The rai.Iroad 
.clndultty lA a htxlOl 'br the 10 w ns nlong the o nce abandoned tines. Spruce plays 8 kC) pari 

:~:o:'~':r, •• 11 IOurl~ mndel of 10" environmcntal impact I high economic gro\\1h l'Or our nual 
(OrYWnUrut .. · I II {(Inc l>rc!)Cf\i tuion lourism is u gro"lh lndustr) fur SPI'\k."('. if should 
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Ph. III : \VV His toric / Archaeologica l Site 

wv HistOSf P~seZGiQn Offies \ 
2QQl .IOO~gQUI~ _ 

Educate West Virginians about the wealth and 
value or our state' s heritage. the resour.ces ~hat 
embody it, and the opportunities that histone 
preservation offers our communities. . 
Promote historic preservation as an econorruc. 
development tool, and create economic incenllves 
to further preservation efforts. 
Encourage and support efforts to identify. evaluate, 
study and designate significant historic and 
archaeological resources . 
Identify, increase and provide financial resources 
to assist preservation efforts. 
Support and strengthen preservation activities o f 
Federal and State agencies, local governments and 
community organizations, and encourage the 
inclusion ofhistorie preservation in planning 
efforts . 
Encourage appropriate management and treatment 
of historic resources. 

In.: team also believes enough evidence currently exists to register Spruce as a WV 
HtsloricaJ ite and/or WV Archaeological Site. In summary we also stress: 

I> Lis! pruce as a Pocahontas County Historic/Archaeological Site. 
Promote a funher archaeological survey. 

3> Ik-.. lopmcnt is limited to educational, research and tourist potential. 
uppon rail-trail grants for interpretive signs and limited trail clearing. 

i> Partnership with various communities, neighbors, state, federal and non-profit 
organiutions to tie existing resources such as Cass, 'Cheat Bridge, Shavers Fork River, the 
- 8 Cut" and other surrounding attractions. 

ru. 1\': arlo.al H istoric / Arcbaeological Site: 
l. __ ely, because: of its uniqueness, list Spruce on the National Register of Historic / ":=:Iop:al ites_ (Pleuc Note: Just as we finish this survey. the cwrenl year Grants 
I'r \WJu&J amv.. Our Phase I, II . III. IV differ from the Manual_) 
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